*OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Resettlement Action Plan
ASSAM INTRA STATE TRANSMISSION SYSTEM ENHANCEMENT PROJECT

Resettlement Action Plan

For

LILO of 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat Line at Sonapur GIS Substation
Package-H
For Transmission Line

ASSAM INTRA-STATE TRANSMISSION SYSTEM ENHANCEMENT PROJECT

SUBMITTED TO
ASIAN INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT BANK

N
AlIB
h

SUBMITTED BY
ASSAM ELECTRICITY GRID CORPORATION LIMITED

This Resettlement Action Plan report is a document of the borrower and made publicly available in
accordance with AlIB’s Environmental and Social Framework. The views expressed herein do not
necessarily represent those of AllB’s Board of Directors, Management, or staff.

Page | 1



*OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Resettlement Action Plan
ASSAM INTRA STATE TRANSMISSION SYSTEM ENHANCEMENT PROJECT

Contents
EXECUTIVE SUMARRY 1
1. Introduction 8
1.1 Purpose of the RAP 9
1.2 Objective of Resettlement Action 9
1.3 Scope and Limitation of the RAP 10
1.4 Measures to Minimize Impact 10
2. Socio- Economic Profile of Project Affected Areas 12
2.1 Socio-Economic Profile of Sonapur Transmission Line 12
2.1.1 Demographic details 12
2.1.2 Family Size 13
2.1.3 Literacy 13
2.1.4 Landholding 13
2.1.5 Workforce Participation 14
2.1.6  Income Distribution Pattern of Affected households 14
2.1.7  Social Stratification of Affected Families 15
2.2 Impact on Indigenous People for the LILO line 15
2.3 Impacts on Females and other Vulnerable Groups/Individuals 17
3. Legal & Regulatory Framework 18
4. Project Impacts 28
5. Entitlement, Assistance and Benefits 46
5.1 Provisions in the RPF/ ESMPF 46
Impacts due to restricted/temporary use of land 46
5.2 Entitlement Matrix 47
53 Procedure for payment of compensation 54
6. Information Disclosure, Consultation & Participation 57
6.1 Stakeholder Engagement, Public Consultation and Information Disclosure 57
6.2 Public Consultation 57
6.3 Continuous Consultation and Participation 61
6.4 Public Consultation Information Disclosure 62

Page | 2



*OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Resettlement Action Plan
ASSAM INTRA STATE TRANSMISSION SYSTEM ENHANCEMENT PROJECT

6.5 Stakeholder Consultations undertaken 63
7. Institutional Arrangements & Monitoring and Evaluation 66
8. Grievance Redressal Mechanism (GRM) 68
8.1 Objectives of GRM 68
8.2 Stakeholders with Grievances 69
8.3 Institutional Arrangement of the Multi-Tier GRC Mechanism: 69
9. Implementation Schedule 78
10. Budget 79
11 Summary, Recommendation and Conclusion 82
Appendix 1: Sample Photographs of Public Consultation 84

Appendix 2- Sample Photographs of the NOC Collection for Tower Footing from Affected Land Owners
for LILO 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat at Sonapur Transmission Line 86

Appendix 3- Sample photographs of socio-economic census Survey for Lilo 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat
at Sonapur Transmission Line 87

Appendix 4- Awareness on the Grievance Redress Mechanism (GRM) has been conducted, and a copy of
the flyers distributed to the Project Affected Persons (PAPs) of Lilo 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat Line at
Sonapur Transmission Line 88

Appendix 5: Some Sample Photographs of Access Road for Tower Foundation work for Lilo 400 kv S/C
Silchar-Byrnihat Line at Sonapur Transmission Line 89

Appendix 6: Sample attendance sheet of Public Consultation for LILO 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat Line at
Sonapur Transmission Line 90

Appendix -7-MOP guidelines dated 15 oct.”15/ Govt of Assam Notification dated 16th March, 2016 on
ROW Compensation 94

Appendix 8- New Guideline of Ministry of Power, Govt. Of India & Government of Assam Power
Department Dispur, Guwahati-6 Notification for Payment of Compensation for Transmission Line 98

Appendix 9- Sample copy of Notice cum Compensation Certificate to Landowner(s) for Lilo 400 kv S/C
Silchar-Byrnihat Line at Sonapur Transmission Line 102

Appendix10: Minutes of the Meeting for taking Consent for Tower Footing work from the Affected
landowners of Sonapur Transmission Line 104

Appendix11: Attendance Sheet of Minutes of the Meeting for taking Consent for Tower Footing work of

Sonapur Transmission Line 106
Appendix 12-row permission of lilo line at sonapur transmission line 107
Appendix-13: The Zonal Value under Sonapur Revenue Circle area Villages 108

Page | 3



Resettlement Action Plan
ASSAM INTRA STATE TRANSMISSION SYSTEM ENHANCEMENT PROJECT

*OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Appendix 14: Market rate of tree and crops for Sonapur TL

APPENDIX 15: SAMPLE ATTENDANCE SHEET OF FGD WITH WOMEN

APPENDIX 16: SAMPLE ATTENDANCE SHEET WITH TRIBEL PEOPLE

List of Tables

Table
Number
Table 1:
Table 2
Table 3
Table 4:
Table 5:
Table 6:
Table 7:

Table 8:
Table 9:

Table 10:
Table 11:

Table 12:
Table 13:
Table 14:
Table 15:
Table 16:
Table 17:

Table18:

Table 19:
Table 20:
Table 21:
Table 22::
Table 23:
Table 24:

Table 25:

Table 26:

List of Figures

Detail/Particular

Distribution of individual Affected landowners (Population) of Sonapur TL
Distribution of Households Size of Sonapur TL

Summary of Literacy Level of Sonapur TL

Distribution of Landholdings of Affected landowners of Sonapurr TL
Occupation Status of Sonapurr TL

Income Pattern of Affected landowners of Sonapur TL

Social Stratification of Affected landowners of Sonapur TL

Gap Analysis of ESS2 and National Policy
Impact on Affected landowners for tower base/footing area of Sonapurr TL
Number of Affected landowners of ROW Corridor (project area) for Sonapur TL

Name of the affected person of Access Road to the tower of the Sonapur TL

Crop damage Compensation for Tower Footing Area for Sonapur TL

Village wise Number of Affected landowners for Sonapur TL

Summary of Impacts for Sonapur Transmission Line

Entitlement Matrix

Steps wise Procedure for payment of compensation

Summary of Land Requirement for Project of Sonapur transmission line.
Stakeholder Group Categorization

Summary of Public Consultation

Consultations undertaken for the Project

Roles and Responsibilities of GRC Member

Most Common Grievances and Redressal

DOs and DON'Ts for GRC Members

The members of the Tier-1 GRC and their communication details in the project
Districts

The members of the Tier-2 GRC and their communication details in the
corporate level

Estimated Compensation Budget for Sonapur Transmission Line

1. Figure 1: Project Implementation Schedule of Sonapur Transmission line

114
119
120

Page
No.
13
13
14
14
14
15
15

21
29
33

36

38
40
48
44
52
53
55
56
59
64
65
66
69

70

74

72

Page | 4



*OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Resettlement Action Plan
ASSAM INTRA STATE TRANSMISSION SYSTEM ENHANCEMENT PROJECT

ABBREVIATIONS
AH Affected Household
AlIB Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
AEGCL Assam Electricity Grid Corporation Limited
AISTSEP Assam Intra-State Transmission System Enhancement Project
AGM Assistant General Manager
RAP/RAP Resettlement Action Plan
CBO Community Based Organization
DPR Detailed Project Report
DCorD/C Double Circuit
EPC Engineering, Procurement And Construction Management
E&S Environment and Social
E&S officer Environment and Social Officer
E&S Specialist Environment and Social Specialist
ESIA Environmental and Social Impact Assessment
ESMPF Environmental and Social Management and Planning Framework
ESMP Environmental and Social Management Plan
ESP Environmental and Social Policy
EIA Environmental Impact Assessment
EA Executing Agency
FGD Focus Group Discussion
GoA Government of Assam
Gol Government of India
GSS Grid Sub-station
GRC Grievance Redress Committee
GRM Grievance Redress Mechanism
1A Implementing Agency
INR Indian Rupee
IPP Indigenous People Plan
IPPF Indigenous People Planning Framework
IP Indigenous Peoples
LA Land Acquisition
NGO Non-Government Organization
PAPs Project Affected Persons
Affected landowners Project Affected Families
PIU Project Implementation Unit
PMC Project Management Consultancy
PMU Project Management Unit
RAP Resettlement Action Plan
RoW Right of Way
RFCLARRA Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013
ST Scheduled Tribe
TDP Tribal Development Plan

Page | 5



Resettlement Action Plan
ASSAM INTRA STATE TRANSMISSION SYSTEM ENHANCEMENT PROJECT

*OFFICIAL USE ONLY

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

GW

Ha. (hectare)
Bhiga

km (kilometre)
kv

kW

MVA

MW

Gigawatt

10,000 sq. m = 2.47105 Acre
14,400 Sq. Ft. (0.13378038 Ha)
1,000 meters

kilovolt (1,000 volts)

kilowatt (1,000 watts)
Megavolt Ampere

Megawatt
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Background: The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB) is financing the Assam Intra-State
Transmission System Enhancement Project (AISTSEP) implemented by Assam Electricity Grid Corporation
Limited (AEGCL) to support the state’s Power for All (PFA) plan. Under Phase I, the project includes the
construction of 10 new substations (400kV, 220kV, and 132kV), 332.945 km of transmission lines,
conversion of one existing substation (Gohpur) from AIS to GIS, augmentation of 18 substations and 186
km of lines with HTLS conductors, and replacement of 636 km of ground wire with OPGW.

Among these, LILO of 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat line at Sonapur GIS substation of 19.5 km are included
under Package H. To meet AlIB’s Environmental and Social (E&S) policy requirements, a Resettlement
Action Plan (RAP) is being prepared for the transmission line.

The consultancy PT Feedback Infra Ltd. (Indonesia) in association with Jade Consult (Nepal) and NIPSA
(Spain) has been engaged by AEGCL as the Project Management Consultant (PMC) including responsibility
for preparation of Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) for the transmission line for Package H.

Description of the Project: This Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) focuses on LILO of 400 kV S/C Silchar-
Byrnihat line at Sonapur GIS substation of length 19.5 kms. This RAP addresses the social impacts related
to:

e Atotal of 68 tower footing locations have been identified for the 400 kV S/C Silchar—Byrnihat line,
including 13 towers falling on forest land and one tower located within a tea garden area.

S. No. Land requirements and associated impacts by project components
1 Project Component LILO of 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat line at
Sonapur GIS substation.
2 District/Tehsil Location Kamrup M/ Sonapur
3 Line Length (km) 19.5 kms
4 Number of Tower Footings 68 numbers
5 Tower Base Land Requirement (ha) 3.66 hectares
6 RoW Land Requirement (ha) 89.70 hectare
7 Temporary Access Road Land Requirement | 1.27 hectares
(ha)

Policy, Legal and Administrative Framework: The RoW permission for the transmission line has been
obtained in keeping with the requirements of the Electricity Act 2003, the Indian Telegraph Act 1885,
MoP Guidelines for Payment of Compensation Towards Damages in regard to RoW, October 2015 and
Assam Government Power (Electricity) Department, Dispur, Guwahati-6 and new guideline of Ministry
of Power, Govt. of India (Ref No. 3/4/2016-Trans-Part (4) dated 14.06.2024) & Government of Assam
Power Department Dispur, Guwahati-6 Notification dated Dispur the 04-11-2024.

The detail of the various regulatory frameworks pertaining to the project has been discussed in the main
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RAP report of Transmission line component under Package-H

As the Project is funded through the AlIB, the Bank’s Environmental and Social Policy (ESP) applies. The
Project has been classified as “Category B” as per the AlIB ESP.

ESS 1 (Environmental and Social Assessment and Management) is applicable to the project as civil works
may cause a limited number of potentially adverse environmental and social impacts. These impacts are
not unprecedented and are limited to the project area and same has been presented in the ESIA-ESMP
report of Transmission Line of Package-H.

ESS 2 (Land Acquisition and Involuntary Resettlement) is applicable and accordingly, Resettlement
Action Plan (RAP) has been prepared.

ESS 3 (Indigenous Peoples) - A total of seventy-eight (78) households belonging to the Scheduled Tribe
(Plains) community are currently identified as affected by the Project. Additional ST households may be
identified following the completion of the census survey within the RoW. The nature of impacts on these
households is assessed as minor, temporary, and primarily economic, consisting mainly of crop loss and
temporary restrictions on land use within the RoW. Although the Project area does not fall within a Sixth
Schedule area under the Constitution of India, the presence of Boro (Bodo), Garo, and Karbi ST
households is noted. These groups are recognized as distinct Indigenous communities, possessing their
own languages, cultural traditions (including festivals such as Bwisagu), and customary social institutions
(e.g., traditional village councils). Accordingly, they meet the defining characteristics of Indigenous
Peoples as set out under AlIB Environmental and Social Framework (ESF) 2024 — ESS 3. Based on the
above assessment and in accordance with the requirements of ESS 3 (Indigenous Peoples), the ESS 3 is
triggered for this Project. However, given the limited and temporary nature of impacts, ESS 3
requirements have been addressed through proportionate measures integrated into this Resettlement
Action Plan (RAP) and ESIA/ESMP.

Project Impact: The project does not require any land acquisition for construction of LILO of 400 kV S/C
Silchar-Byrnihat line at Sonapur GIS substation transmission line. Therefore, no physical displacement is
foreseen in the project. The impacts are associated with involuntary economic displacement resulting
from project construction. Specifically, they include: (i) permanent loss of income due to damage to crops
and trees during tower installation and temporary damages of crop within RoW during wire stringing;
and (ii) potential decrease in land value caused by restrictions on land use within the RoW, particularly in
areas directly beneath the towers. The project has put in place measures to address these issues, which
are detailed in the following chapters. The Check survey has been completed and approved for the LILO
transmission line. The assessment for landowner identification has been completed for 68 nos. tower
footing areas including 13 towers falling on forest land and one tower located within a tea garden area.
The compensation for tower footing locations is currently under process at concerned Revenue Circle.
Once finalized and submitted to the PIU and EPC Contractor, the amount will be disbursed to the affected
landowners and the same is expected to be paid to the landowners in the month of February, 2026. The
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Circle Office, Sonapur Revenue Circle, has submitted the compensation assessment report for 72 affected
persons related to 55 tower footing locations situated on private land and one tower on tea estate land.
This excludes 13 towers located on forest land under the Sonapur Transmission Line. Further, there are
no encroacher/ informal land users based on the landowner identification report of tower footing area.
However, the presence of non-titleholders or encroachers, if any, within the Right of Way (RoW) corridor
will be ascertained upon completion of the joint survey of the RoW corridor. The report has been
submitted to the Deputy Commissioner, Sonapur, for approval and subsequent payment. Once approved,
the compensation for these 72 affected persons is expected to be disbursed by February, 2026 in
accordance with the new guidelines of the Ministry of Power, Government of India (Ref. No. 3/4/2016-
Trans-Part (4), dated 14.06.2024), the Government of Assam Power Department Notification dated
04.11.2024, and the RAP entitlement matrix. All compensation will be paid prior to the commencement
of foundation works.

The total land requirement for the transmission lines is 3.66 hectares for tower footing area and 89.70
hectares for RoW corridor for the Transmission Lines and is comprised primarily of the following:

e The report covers 68 tower footing locations including 13 towers falling on forest land and one
tower located within a tea estate land, for which the identification of landowners has been
completed by the concerned Revenue Circle.

e Permanent loss of land use at tower footing locations: The impact of the transmission line tower
base is limited to the four legs of the tower and is a permanent impact, with no transfer of land
ownership. The total land area affected by the construction of the tower base is 3.66 hectares
for Sonapur transmission line. The compensation process for 68 tower footing locations
(including 13 towers falling on forest land and one tower located within a tea garden area) for
the Sonapur Transmission Line is currently under way by the concerned administrative
department. Once finalized, the payments will be made to the affected landowners in according
with prevailing laws and guidelines. Compensation will be paid before commencement of civil
works.

e The route of Transmission Line corridors i.e. LILO of 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat line at Sonapur
GIS substation is located in the Tehsil Sonapur, under Kamrup Metro district.

e The Right of Way (RoW) required for the transmission line is 46 m (23 m on each side of the
transmission line route) which is approx. 86.69 hectare in total for the transmission lines. The
ground area required for different types of towers are varies from 246 to 356 sqm. (DA type
towers), 304 to 465 sqm (DB type towers), 304 to 465 sqm (DC type towers), and 439 to 886 sqm
(DD type towers).

e Forthe LILO of the 400 kV S/C Silchar—-Byrnihat transmission line, temporary access roads will be
required for 29 tower foundation locations out of the total 68 tower locations, which include 13
towers falling on forest land and one tower located within a tea estate land. The remaining 39
locations are accessible through existing rural roads, forest tracks/cart roads, and tea estate
roads. Most of the tower foundation sites are situated in paddy fields, forest areas, and tea estate
land. In total, approximately 1.29 hectares of land will be temporarily impacted due to the
construction of access roads, primarily affecting paddy crop.
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e The compensation amount for crop damage along the access road areas for all the LILO
transmission lines has been finalized by the relevant administrative department. Following
approval from the Revenue Department, the EPC Contractor will disburse the compensation to
the affected landowners before commencement of works. However, effort will be taken to
minimize or avoid damage to crops by scheduling tower foundation work after the harvesting
season.

e Temporary loss of income due to crop/tree damage during tower erection and stringing:
Temporary income loss is anticipated for affected households due to crop and tree damage
during tower erection and stringing activities. The primary impact is expected on paddy 89.70
hectares cultivation and other standing crops. Compensation will be provided to affected persons
in accordance with the Entitlement Matrix. Advance notice will be given to farmers prior to
construction, and efforts will be made to minimize damage through careful planning of work
schedules.

e Potential reduction in land value due to restrictions on land use within the RoW, especially
beneath towers: There may be a potential reduction in land value due to restrictions on land use
within the Right of Way (RoW), particularly beneath transmission towers. Landowners may face
limitations on cultivation, construction, or other activities in these areas, which could affect long-
term land utility and economic value.

e Impact on structures: Following the final check survey, it was confirmed that there are no
structures within the tower footing areas or the RoW corridor. The transmission line route
alignment has been selected to avoid any damage to permanent or temporary structures.

e Land requirements and details of affected households for each (RoW, Tower Footings and
temporary Access roads). The construction of 68 tower footing locations, including 13 on forest
land and 1 on tea estate land, for the Sonapur transmission line will require approximately 3.66
hectares of land, directly affecting 72 households. Additionally, 86.69 hectare of land will be
required for the Right of Way (RoW) corridor and an estimated 87 households will be impacted
based on the sampling survey method in the project area is anticipated.

Stakeholder Engagement, Public Consultation and Information Disclosure:

The community consultations are carried out in all the villages along the transmission line corridor with
local habitants where sixty five (65) participants participated in the LILO of 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat
Transmission line at Sonapur S/s comprising of project affected persons and households including ST
households poor or economically vulnerable groups like Scheduled caste, Elderly persons and Below
poverty line (BPL) and other local community leaders nearby the proposed transmission lines between
October and November 2025 LILO of 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat Transmission line at Sonapur S/s. The
detailed findings are elaborated in the "Socio-Economic Survey of the Affected Landowners" section.

The transcript of these discussions will help AEGCL and EPC contractor for proper needs assessment to
ensure the issues raised by people are addressed appropriately. Consultation will be carried out on an on-
going basis throughout the sub-project cycle.

Community welcomed the construction of proposed Transmission Line. No major environmental and
social issues were raised during the consultation process. Most of the project affected landowners asked
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about the payment procedure for tower footing area, access road for tower foundation work and RoW.
Further, the PAF has shown their interest on unskilled works on temporary basis when the civil works are
initiated.

Local people are waiting eagerly for the implementation to start, so they could receive their compensation
amount and hoped for some employment generation.

RAP Summary, including the Entitlement Matrix, will be translated in the local language (Assamese or
relevant tribal dialect spoken in project area) and disclosed both at the PMU and PIU offices and on the
AEGCL website. Further, the RAP hard copies in English shall also be available at the following location:

1. PMU: Project Director,
Address: 1st Floor, AEGCL, Bijulee Bhawan,
Contact No.: 0361-2739520
Website: www.aegcl.coc.in
2. PIU: Project Manager
Address: AGM, 132 kV Kahilipara GSS, AEGCL

Email: agm.kahilipara@aegcl.co.in

Grievance Redress Mechanism (GRM): To ensure environmentally and socially responsible
implementation a free, multi-tiered GRM will be established to promptly address concerns or complaints
from project-affected people or workers, helping to resolve issues efficiently and avoid litigation.
Moreover, in accordance with AlIB ESP Section 73.2, the Grievance Redressal Mechanism (GRM) is
designed to address project-related complaints efficiently and transparently. It is clarified that use of the
GRM does not impede or restrict access of affected persons to other judicial or administrative remedies
that may be available under applicable laws or through existing arbitration or mediation procedures.

AlIB PPM mechanism:The Project-affected People’s Mechanism (PPM) was established by AlIB to
provide an opportunity for an independent and impartial review of submissions from Project-affected
people who believe they have been or are likely to be adversely affected by AlIB’s failure to implement
its Environmental and Social Policy (ESP) when their concerns cannot be addressed satisfactorily through
Project-level grievance redress mechanisms or AlIB Management’s processes. The PPM entered into
effect on March 31, 2019. The PPM is guided by the Policy on the PPM (PPM Policy) and Rules of
Procedure of the PPM (PPM Rules of Procedure). Project-affected people may raise their concerns
regarding the environmental and social aspects of an AlIB-financed Project with the Client and AlIB during
the preparation and implementation of the Project. The Complaints-resolution, Evaluation and Integrity
Unit (CEIU) is responsible for the functioning of the PPM. linformation link.

https://www.aiib.org/en/about-aiib/who-we-are/project-affected-peoples-mechanism/how-we-assist-

you/index.html

The GRM will consist of two levels of committees:
e Tier | — Operates at the field level.
e Tier Il — Functions at the Project Management Unit (PMU) / Headquarters level.

The composition of the Tier | and Tier Il GRCs is provided in the Tables below.
Tier I: Composition of Tier | GRC
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Sl Officials DeSIgnatlcTn In the Communication Address/Mail ID
No Committee
Deputy General Manager (Project . Guwahati Lower Assam T&T Circle, AEGCL
1 . Deputy Chairman . .
Authority) dgmttc.guwahati@aegcl.co.in
-Divisi | Magistrate, K
2 Sub |V|5|.ona . agls rate, famrup Member Lichubagan, Hengrabari, Guwahati, Assam 781036
Metropolitan District
Assistant General Manager, (Project 132kV Kahilipara GSS, AEGCL
3 Member . .
Manager) agm.kahilipara@aegcl.co.in
Assistant General Manager (Project Guwahati Transmission Division, AEGCL
5 Member . .
Manager) agm.narengi@aegcl.co.in
Member Sri. Kameswar Konwar, Samatapathar Panchayat
i Ajit Nath, W M B
Representative of Local Panchayat Member Sri Ajit Nath, Ward Member, Bangara Gaon
6 Council Panchayat
Smt Bina Ranghang. Ward Member, Azara Gaon
Member
Panchayat
W i f
7 . omen reprgsentatlve ° Member Smti Malati Das, Sonapur, Kamrup, Assam
village/council
President, Kachutuli Gramounnayan Sri Moinul Haque Choudhury, Sonapur Kamrup,
8 . Member
Committee Assam
Member of Development of
9 | Environment & People Awareness Member Sri Prasanna Hazarika, Sonapur, Guwahati, Assam
Society of Assam

Tier Il: Composition of the Tier Il GRCs

Sl Position in
ho. Designation the Communication Address Website & Email id
Committee
1. Chief General Manager Chairman Assam Contact No.: | Website: www.aegcl.co.in Mail Id:
(PP&D), AEGCL Electricity Grid | 0361- gm.eap@aegcl.co.in
Corporation 2739520
2. Project  Director (EAP) Deputy Ltd, (AEGCL) | Mobile No.:
Projects, AEGCL Chairman First Floor, Bijuli | 9859181640
3. Dy. General Manager (EAP), Member Bhawan Mobile No.:
PMU, AEGCL Guwahati - 17002649012
4, E&S Safeguard Specialist, Member 781001 Mobile No.:
PMU, AEGCL 985433922
5. Project Related AGMs (EAP), Member Mobile No.:
AEGCL 9706078551
9864602779
9864577672
6. Joint  Secretary (Power, Member GoA, Power (Electricity Dept.), | dy.secy.power@gmail .com
Electricity), GoA Assam  Secretariat, Dispur,
Guwahati-781006 Contact No.:
0361-2237260
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S| Position in
nc;. Designation the Communication Address Website & Email id
Committee
7. Team Leader, Environment Member House No 1, Saniram Bora Road, | aegcl.pmc@feedbackinfra.com
Expert and Social Expert, Near Bora service Petrol Pump,
PMC Guwahati, Assam 781007

Institutional Arrangement: The Assam Intra-State Transmission System Enhancement Project (AISTSEP),
is implemented by Assam Electricity Grid Corporation Limited (AEGCL) under the financial assistance from
the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB). A Project Management Unit (PMU), established within
the AEGCL, headed by a Project Director cum CGM (PP&D). The Project Director is accountable for overall
supervision, coordination and responsibility of the project planning, implementation, and monitoring. The
PMC reports to PMU. The Environmental and Social (E&S) staff is dedicated to streamline ES decision-
making and provide more autonomy for project execution and delivery. The E&S staff of AlIB project is
part of PMU which is headed by Project Director. At divisional level, the charge of E&S Officer is given to
the concern’s AGM. The AGM’s will also act as project Manager for individual subprojects (substation and
associated Transmission Line). The AGM’s will work under the supervision of DGM at circle level.

M&E provisions: The M&E system enables the PMU to receive feedback from field operatives and
implement remedial measures to ensure project targets are met on schedule. It monitors all aspects of
project implementation, including timely and equitable compensation for restricted or temporary land
use in tower base areas and the RoW corridor. The RAP implementation process will be closely monitored
to ensure transparency, fairness, and compliance with the approved plan and schedule. Outputs,
procedures, and corrective actions are tracked systematically to support effective project management.

Budget: The estimated cost for implementing the RAP includes compensation for affected land, loss of
crops, trees, and huts, along with necessary expenses for implementation, monitoring reporting costs,
administrative activities all other assistance, GRM, public consultations etc. The budget allocation will be
determined based on the new guidelines issued by the Ministry of Power, Government of India (Ref No.
3/4/2016-Trans-Part (4) dated 14.06.2024) and the Government of Assam Power Department Notification
dated 04.11.2024, compensation for the tower base area will be 200% of the land value, covering the area
enclosed by the four legs of the tower at ground level, plus a one-meter extension on each side, while
compensation for the RoW corridor will be 30% of the land value, in accordance with Schedule VIl of the
Central Electricity Authority (Technical Standards for Construction of Electrical Plants and Electric Lines)
Regulations, 2022. The total estimated budged for LILO of 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat Transmission line
at Sonapur S/s TLis INR 69,818,493/-.
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1. Introduction

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB) extends financial assistance for “Assam Intra-State
Transmission System Enhancement Project” (AISTSEP) to Assam Electricity Grid Corporation Limited
(AEGCL), the Implementing Agency (IA), to support the implementation of Power for All (PFA) plan. The
Project under Phase | includes the construction of 10 new substation in 400kV, 220kV and 132kV voltage
level along with the associated (332.945 km) transmission lines (TL), Conversion of one no. of existing
AEGCL S/S (132/33kV Gohpur) from AIS to GIS; Augmentation of 18 existing substations (replacement of
old transformers with new transformers); Augmentation of 186 km of transmission line (restringing of
One Single Circuit (S/C) line and two Double Circuit (D/C) line) by High Temperature Low Sag (HTLS)
conductors; Replacement of ground wire to Optical Power Ground Wire (OPGW) for 636 km of
transmission lines and substation equipment’s at substations.

As part of AlIB’s E&S policy and its compliance requirements, a Resettlement Action Plan report (RAP) is
to be in place for associated transmission line.

PT Feedback Infra Limited (PTFIL), Indonesia in Association with Jade Consult Nepal and NIPSA, Spain has
been engaged by AEGCL as Project Management Consultant (PMC) including scope of preparation of
Resettlement Action Plan for the associated transmission line for Package H.

Description of the Project: This Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) focuses on the construction of one
transmission lines:

A. LILO of 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat Transmission line at Sonapur S/s - 19.5 km

This RAP currently addresses the social impacts related to:
e Atotal of 68 tower footing locations have been identified for the 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat line,
including 13 towers falling on forest land and one tower located within a tea garden area.

The report will be updated in due course to include details of compensation once payments to the affected
landowners have been completed for all tower footing location and RoW corridor.

A brief on activities under taken during construction phase are:
® Pre-construction Activity including a reconnaissance, walkover and detailed route survey was
carried out to identify the corridor and fixing the alignment ;( 6 months).
e Preliminary & Detail Survey was conducted for finalizing the tower spotting and alignment of
route. (6 months)
e Soil investigation at tower locations was carried out to ascertain the type of foundation to be
adopted. (1 month)
Marking of the Route and Right of Way (RoW) (3 months)
Clearing of Towering Sites (3 months)
Foundations for Towers (6 working months)
Erection of Towers (6 working months)

Stringing (4 working months)
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e Protection of Tower Footing (if required) (2 working months)
e Final checking (2 months)
e Testing and Commissioning (1 month)
A brief on activities under taken during Operation phase are:
e Ground inspection by lineman / team
Inspection of Towers
Thermo-vision scanning
Punctured insulator detection
Attending all Defects

1.1 Purpose of the RAP

The Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) for transmission line projects aims to address the socio-economic
impacts arising from restrictions on land use within the Right of Way (RoW) corridor and tower footing
areas. The plan ensures that affected landowners receive fair compensation and support in accordance
with national regulations and AlIB guidelines. It provides a framework for mitigating potential economic
losses due to the imposed restrictions, such as limitations on agricultural activities, construction, or other
land uses beneath transmission lines. The plan outlines mitigation measures, including compensation
frameworks and stakeholder engagement, to address these socio-economic impacts.

Additionally, the RAP outlines measures to safeguard the rights and livelihoods of indigenous
communities, if present within the project-affected area. It ensures their concerns are addressed through
meaningful consultation, participation, and culturally appropriate mitigation strategies. The plan serves
as a guiding document for project authorities, and stakeholders to implement compensation, grievance
redress mechanisms, and livelihood restoration measures while maintaining compliance with
environmental and social safeguards.

1.2 Objective of Resettlement Action

The primary objective of the Resettlement Action Plan is to identify impacts/damages and to plan
measures to mitigate losses likely to be caused by the projects. The RAP is based on the general findings
of field visits, preliminary assessments and meetings with various project-affected persons in the project
areas. The RAP presents (i) introduction and project description (ii) socio-economic information and
profile (iii) legal & regulatory framework (iv) project impacts, (v) entitlement, assistance and benefit (vi)
information disclosure, consultation and participation (vii) Institutional Arrangements & Monitoring and
Evaluation (viii) grievance redress mechanism (ix) budget (x) implementation schedule and (xi) Summary,
Recommendation and Conclusion. The RAP is guided by The Electricity Act 2003, The Indian Telegraph Act,
1885, Govt. of Assam notification dated 10th March 2017 and new guideline of Ministry of Power, Govt.
of India (Ref No. 3/4/2016-Trans-Part (4) dated 14.06.2024) & Government of Assam Power Department
Dispur, Guwahati-6 Notification dated Dispur the 04-11-2024 for payment of compensation towards
damages in regards to right of way for the LILO of 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat Transmission line,
AEGCL/ESMPF and AlIB Environmental and Social Policy.

Page | 9



*OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Resettlement Action Plan
ASSAM INTRA STATE TRANSMISSION SYSTEM ENHANCEMENT PROJECT

1.3 Scope and Limitation of the RAP

Based on the assessment of the proposed project components and interventions, it has been established
that no permanent land acquisition is required, as transmission line projects do not involve land
acquisition for tower footings or the Right of Way (RoW) corridor under national law. The ownership of
the land remains with the respective landowners, who are allowed to resume cultivation after the
completion of construction activities as per prevailing norms. However, for tower base area agriculture
activities are suggested not to carry out considering the electrical safety measures.

The anticipated project impacts are limited to restricted land use under tower footings and within the
transmission line RoW corridor. These impacts are permanent for tower base area and temporary for Row
corridor and primarily related to construction activities, including land disturbances, stringing operations,
and potential loss of standing crops or trees.

This version of the RAP will present the general principles, methodologies, and entitlements matrix based
on the total affected area, recognizing that the specific individuals and households to be impacted have
not yet been fully identified along the corridor while understanding the socioeconomic context. The joint
survey of the tower footing areas has been completed, and the survey of Right of Way to be conducted
by the Revenue, Agriculture, Horticulture, and Forest Departments is expected to start by mid-February,
2026 after approval of the joint survey report of Right of Way corridor. The census survey will be
undertaken immediately after approval of the joint survey report. A more detailed and site-specific update
will follow once the census and asset verification surveys are completed.

As per the latest guidelines issued by the Ministry of Power, Government of India (Ref No. 3/4/2016-Trans-
Part (4), dated 14.06.2024), and the Notification from the Power Department, Government of Assam,
Dispur, Guwahati-6, dated 04.11.2024, the compensation process for 68 tower footings locations
including 13 towers falling on forest Land and 1 tower located within a tea estate land for the LILO of 400
kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat Transmission line at Sonapur S/S is currently being carried out by the concerned
administrative department. The payment is expected to be disbursed to the affected persons by February,
2026.

A socio-economic survey was conducted from 27™ to 30" October, 2025, covering 68 tower footings
locations including 13 towers falling on forest land and one tower located within a tea garden area land
under the LILO of 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat Transmission line. The findings of these surveys are detailed
in the Socio-Economic Census Survey section. Moreover, the socio-economic survey for RoW corridor was
also conducted on 11" to 15™ November, 2025 for the LILO line of 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat Line on
sampling method in the project area. The detailed findings are elaborated in the "Socio-Economic Survey
of the Affected Landowners" section.

1.4 Measures to Minimize Impact

In compliance with the Environmental and Social Management Planning Framework (ESMPF) and the
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB) Environment & Social Policy, AEGCL/State Utilities have
carefully selected and finalized the route for the LILO of 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat transmission line. The
selection process prioritized minimizing potential temporary damages to crops, trees, and structures
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within the Right of Way (RoW) corridor during construction. Field visits and public consultations were
conducted to assess potential impacts and develop mitigation measures to reduce negative social and
economic effects on communities.

This project does not involve permanent land acquisition, in accordance with the relevant legal
framework, including the Electricity Act, 2003, the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, and the Ministry of Power
(MoP) Guidelines for Payment of Compensation Towards Damages in regard to RoW (October 2015).
Additionally, it adheres to the latest guidelines issued by the Ministry of Power, Govt. of India (Ref No.
3/4/2016-Trans-Part (4) dated 14.06.2024) and the Government of Assam, Power Department, Dispur,
Notification dated 04-11-2024.

To minimize disruption, all tower foundations and footings are excavated and installed post-harvest
whenever feasible, reducing the impact on agricultural productivity. However, any damages incurred
during construction will be duly compensated as per the established guidelines and entitlement matrix.
Once construction is completed, farmers will be allowed to resume agricultural activities beneath the
transmission line RoW corridor, as per prevailing norms. However, for tower base area agriculture
activities are suggested not to carry out considering the electrical safety measures.

No household faces permanent physical displacement due to the project. Disruptions will be minimized
through careful planning, and any losses will be fully compensated as per the laid-down procedure.
Additionally, efforts will be made to prevent damage to crops and trees by scheduling construction during
lean periods or post-harvest seasons whenever possible.
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2. Socio- Economic Profile of Project Affected Areas

This chapter presents the socio-economic profile of the project-affected area, based on a mixed-method
approach. A 100% census survey was conducted and completed for all households affected at the tower
footing locations, while a sample-based socio-economic survey was undertaken within the Right of Way
(RoW) corridor. The assessment covers the Sonapur Transmission Lines under Package H.

For the Sonapur transmission line, the survey was conducted from 27" to 30" October, 2025, covering 68
tower footing locations including 13 towers falling on the forest land and one tower located within a tea
garden area land under the LILO of 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat Transmission line. The findings of these
surveys are detailed in the Socio-Economic Survey section. Moreover, a sample socio-economic survey for
RoW corridor in the project area was also conducted on 11% to 15" November, 2025 for the LILO line of
400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat line. Photographic documentation of these surveys is provided in Appendix-
3.

The socio-economic survey was conducted through door-to-door interviews using a pre-designed
guestionnaire. The questionnaire captured demographic information such as family composition,
education/literacy levels, caste/tribe status, income levels, landholding patterns, and vulnerability status.
To establish the socio-economic profile of the study area along the Right of Way (RoW) corridor, a sample
survey was carried out covering 87 households out of a total of 489 households residing in the villages
along the Sonapur transmission line.

A detailed census for the Right of Way (RoW) corridor will be conducted once the relevant authorities
confirm the list of Project Affected Households (PAHs) and Project Affected Persons (PAPs). Once the joint
survey of RoW corridor by the concerned departments shall start, which is anticipated by mid-February,
2026, the census survey will be carried out for RoW corridor. This RAP will be further updated after
completion of census survey on RoW.

2.1 Socio-Economic Profile of Sonapur Transmission Line

2.1.1 Demographic details

The permanent or temporary use of land for the LILO of 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat line at Sonapur has
affected 159 families’* through both the tower footing area (72 households) and the RoW corridor (87
households within the project area), comprising a total of 873 family members. Among them, there are
335 adult males and 321 adult females, while the remaining population includes 127 male children and
90 female children.

Table 1: Distribution of Individual Affected Persons (Population) of Sonapur TL

S.No Gender Affetcted Persons (in Number) In Percentage
1 Adults Male 335 38.37
Adults Female 321 36.77
3 Children Male 127 14.55

1159 households including 72 households for tower footing and 87 for RoW corridor of the project area for Sonapur TL.
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4 Children Female 90 10.31
Total 873 APs 100%
2.1.2 Family Size

The majority of families (84 families) have 1-5 family members, while 72 families have 6-10 members and
03 families have a household size of 11-15 members. The average family size of the affected households
is estimated at approximately 5.3 persons per household.

Table 2: Distribution of Households Size of Sonapur TL

S.No Household Size No. of Affected Households Percentage
1 1to5 84 52.83
2 6to 10 72 45.28
3 11to 15 03 1.89
4 16 to 23 00 00
Total 159 100%

Educational Profile

213 Literacy

As per socio-economic survey information, 68 affected families have household heads educated upto
secondary level. This is followed by 47 families whose head of households have attained primary level
education. Additionally, 25 families have household heads educated up to higher secondary level
education, while 19 families have household heads with graduate level education, as mentioned in Table
3.

Table 3: Summary of Literacy Level of Sonapur TL

S. No Education Status B et Percentage
landowners

1 Illiterate 00 00

2 Primary (up to class 4) 47 29.56

3 Secondary (up to class 10) 68 42.77

4 Higher Secondary (up to class 12) 25 15.72

5 Higher (up to graduate) 19 11.95
Total 159 100%

214 Landholding

As per the Government of Assam?, the farmers are classified into a) Marginal (having below 1 ha. of land),
b) Small (1 to 2 ha.), c) Semi-medium (2 to 4 ha.), d) Medium (4 to 10 ha.) and e) Large (above 10 ha.).

From the table below, it is observed that 97 households are Small farmers, 54 households are marginal
farmers and 13 households are semi-medium farmers.
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Table 4: Distribution of Landholdings of Affected households of Sonapur TL

S. No Farmer Classification Land holding (ha) LCHCLL Percentage
landowners -

1 Marginal below 1 54 33.96

2 Small 1-2 92 57.86

3 Semi Medium 2-4 13 8.18

4 Medium 4-10 00 00
Total 159 100%

2.15 Workforce Participation

Out of the total 159 affected households, 94 affected landowners are engaged in agriculture. This is
followed by 26 households engaged in business, whereas 24 employed in government service, eight in
private sector employment and seven working as daily wage workers.

Table 5: Occupation Status of Sonapur TL

S.No. Employment Status Number of Affected landowners Percentage

1 Agriculture 94 59.12

2 Business 26 16.35

3 Private Job 08 5.04

4 Govt. Job 24 15.09

5 Daily wage worker 07 4.40

6 Unemployed 00 00
Total 159 100%

2.1.6 Income Distribution Pattern of Affected households

As per the socio-economic census survey, the cumulative annual income of all earning members varies
among the affected households. A total of 89 affected households fall within the range of Rs. 1,00,001—
2,00,000 per annum. Another 28 affected households have income ranging from Rs. 2,00,001-3,00,000,
whereas 22 fall within the range of Rs. 3,00,001-4,00,000 per annum. Additionally, 19 affected
households report annual income above Rs. 4,00,000/annum, whereas only one affected household has
an annual income below Rs. 1,00,000.

Table 6: Income Pattern of Affected households of Sonapur TL

Sl. No. Income Range in Rs/- per Annum Number of Affected Percentage
landowners

1 <1,00,000 01 0.63

2 1,00,001-2,00,000 89 55.97

3 2,00,001-3,00,000 28 17.61

4 3,00,001-4,00,000 22 13.84

5 >4,00000 19 11.95
Total 159 100%
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2.1.7 Social Stratification of Affected Households

The majority of affected households (78) belongs to Schedule Tribe. Of These forty (40) households have
land located within the tower base area, while the remaining thirty-eight (38) households have land falling
within the Right of Way (RoW) corridor. In addition, 42 of the affected households belong to Other
Backward Caste (OBC) and 39 affected households belong to General caste category.

Table 7: Social Stratification of Affected households of Sonapur TL

Number of Affected
Caste Percentage
landowners
General 39 79.45
SC 00 0.00
ST 78 20.55
Other Backward Caste 42 0.00
Total 159 100

2.2 Impact on Indigenous People for the LILO line

The Constitution of India identifies Scheduled Areas that are predominantly inhabited by tribal
communities. In Assam, special provisions have been extended to the Tribal Areas under the Sixth
Schedule [Articles 244(2) and 244(A) of the Constitution, in addition to the basic fundamental rights. The
Sixth Schedule provides for the administration of tribal areas as autonomous entities, with governance
vested in District Councils for autonomous districts and Regional Councils for autonomous regions.

AlIB’s ESS 3 (Indigenous Peoples) is applicable if indigenous peoples are present in, or have a collective
attachment to, the proposed area of the project, and are likely to be affected by the project. The term
Indigenous Peoples is used in a generic sense to refer to a distinct, vulnerable, social and cultural group
possessing the following characteristics in varying degrees: (a) self-identification as members of a distinct
indigenous cultural group and recognition of this identity by others; (b) collective attachment to
geographically distinct habitats or ancestral territories in the Project area and to the natural resources in
these habitats and territories; (c) customary cultural, economic, social or political institutions that are
separate from those of the dominant society and culture; and (d) a distinct language, often different from
the official language of the country or region.

A total of seventy-eight (78) households belonging to the Scheduled Tribe (Plains) community are
affected, as a result of the project, of which forty (40) households land is located within the tower base
area and the remaining thirty-eight (38) households land are currently estimated to fall within the Right
of Way (RoW) corridor of the project area. This shall be updated based on census survey of RoW.
However, the nature of impacts on these households is minor, temporary, and primarily economic in
nature, involving crop loss and restricted land use within the RoW, with no cultural, territorial, or
institutional implications. The Project area does not fall within Scheduled areas or Sixth Schedule Areas
as defined under the Constitution of India and do not possess distinct cultural, linguistic, or institutional
characteristics of Indigenous Peoples.
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To ensure social safeguards and inclusive project implementation, meaningful consultations with the
Scheduled Tribe community will be carried out throughout the project implementation period along with
continuous monitoring, Grievance Redress Mechanism (GRM), and livelihood restoration measures. The
ST household concerns will be identified and addressed effectively throughout the Project lifecycle.

The section below presents a profile of these 78 ST households.

¢ Name and Ethnic Identity: These households identify themselves as Boro or Bodo, Garo and Karbi
and belong to the broader Scheduled tribe group in Assam. The Boro and Garo and Karbi
communities are recognized Scheduled Tribe groups in Assam and also present within the project
area of Sonapur TL corridor. These communities are indigenous people with a distinct cultural
identity, language, and traditions.

e Language/Dialects: The primary language spoken by these groups is Boro, Garo and Karbi (from
the Tibeto-Burman family), though Assamese is commonly spoken, especially for wider
communication and trade. Younger generations often has bilingual or trilingual abilities.

e Specific Characteristics: The Boros, Garos and Karbis maintain rich cultural traditions expressed
through dance, festivals, and folk music. Bwisagu is one of their major festivals marking the New
Year and agricultural cycle. Community solidarity is strong, and traditional village councils (Samaj)
play a role in local decision-making.

e Occupation and Livelihoods: Agriculture is the predominant occupation, with rice (paddy) being
the staple crop. Many households also cultivate vegetables, pulses, and oilseeds for household
consumption and sale. In addition, weaving on traditional looms, fishing, and rearing of livestock
such as cattle, pigs, and poultry also contribute to their livelihoods.

e Landholding Pattern: The affected ST households are primarily smallholder farmers. Most
households have landholdings ranging from 0.2 to 2 hectares, used mainly for paddy cultivation
and other seasonal crops. Out of the 78 affected Scheduled Tribe (ST) households, 57 households
are marginal farmers, owning less than 1 hectare of land, while the remaining 21 households are
small farmers, with landholdings ranging from 1 to 2 hectares. No communal or customary land
is affected as a result of the Project and the land use restrictions will be limited to areas within
the RoW and tower base footprints.

e Project Impact: These 78 affected Scheduled Tribe (Plains) households experience minor
permanent and temporary economic impacts as a result of the Project, primarily related to:

Crop loss within the Right of Way (RoW) and tower footing areas.
Restricted land use in portions of their agricultural land within the RoW and permanent in
tower footing area.

o No impacts on cultural, territorial, or institutional aspects have been identified.

Based on the above assessment and in accordance with the requirements of ESS 3 on Indigenous Peoples),
ESS 3 is triggered for this Project. However, given the limited and temporary nature of impacts, ESS 3
requirements has been addressed through proportionate measuresintegrated into the
Project’s Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) and ESIA/ESMP.
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Further, during the public consultations and socio-economic survey, it was found that the affected ST
population lives within the mainstream society and does not maintain a separate language, culture, or
distinct customary economic and social institutions from those of the dominant population. Furthermore,
they are not located in an area designated under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India, which
applies to certain regions in the state of Assam.

2.3 Impacts on Females and other Vulnerable Groups/Individuals

In the LILO lines of the 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat Line at Sonapur no female-headed households or any
landowners with disabilities have been identified among the affected persons. All affected landowners
are male. As the census survey for RoW corridor has not yet been conducted, this cannot be confirmed at
present. During the time of census survey, there may be a likelihood of impact on female-headed and
other vulnerable households. Accordingly, the RAP will be updated in due course after the joint
verification and approval of the Right of Way (RoW) corridor land scheduling report by the concerned
Circle Offices.
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3. Legal & Regulatory Framework

3.1. Overview
For transmission line project, land for tower and right of way is not acquired and ownership of land

remains with the owner. Once construction is completed, farmers will be allowed to resume agricultural
activities beneath the transmission line RoW corridor as per prevailing norms. However, for tower base
area agriculture activities are suggested not to carry out considering the electrical safety measures.

As per existing laws compensation for all damages are paid to the individual land owner. The relevant
national laws applicable for transmission line project are (i) The Electricity Act, 2003 and (ii) The Indian
Telegraph Act, 1885 and (iii) MoP Guidelines for Payment of Compensation Towards Damages in regard
to RoW, October 2015 and Assam Government Power (Electricity) Department, Dispur, Guwahati-6 and
new guideline of Ministry of Power, Govt. of India (Ref No. 3/4/2016-Trans-Part (4) dated 14.06.2024) &
Government of Assam Power Department Dispur, Guwahati-6 Notification dated Dispur the 04-11-2024.
The MoP Guidelines for Payment of Compensation Towards Damages in regard to RoW of Ministry of
Power, Govt of India and Govt. of Assam, Power Deptt. Assam is enclosed as Appendix at 7 and 8. The
compensation principles adopted for this project shall comply with applicable laws and regulations of the
Government of India/ State Govt, AlIB Environmental & Social Policy and approved Environmental and
Social Management Planning Framework (ESMPF) of Assam Intra State Transmission System
Enhancement Project (AISTSEP).

3.2. Statutory Requirements

The RoW permission for the transmission line has been obtained in keeping with the requirements of the
Electricity Act 2003, the Indian Telegraph Act 1885 (Appendix 12). The Transmission lines are constructed
under the ambit of The Electricity Act, 2003. The provisions stipulated in section 67-68 of the Electricity
Act, 2003 read with section 10 & 16 of the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 governs the compensation as AEGCL
has been vested with the powers of Telegraph Authority vide Power(Electricity) MoP Guidelines for
Payment of Compensation Towards Damages in regard to RoW, October 2015 and Assam Government
Power (Electricity) Department, Dispur, Guwahati-6 and new guideline of Ministry of Power, Govt. of India
(Ref No. 3/4/2016-Trans-Part (4) dated 14.06.2024) & Government of Assam Power Department Dispur,
Guwahati-6 Notification dated Dispur the 04-11-2024. As per the provision of Indian Telegraph Act, 1885
under section 10 (b), AEGCL is not authorized to acquire any land hence land under tower is not acquired.
However, compensation for all damages will be paid to the individual landowner as per the provision of
Section-10 (d) of Indian Telegraph Act, 1885.

3.3. The provisions in the Electricity Act, 2003 and Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 regarding compensation
for laying of transmission lines are as follows:
o The Electricity Act, 2003

Section 67 (3&4)

(1) A'licensee shall, in exercise of any of the powers conferred by or under this section and the rules
made thereunder, cause as little damage, detriment and inconvenience as may be, and shall make
full compensation for any damage, detriment or inconvenience caused by him or by anyone
employed by him.
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(2) Where any difference or dispute [including amount of compensation under sub-section

(3) Arises under this section, the matter shall be determined by the Appropriate Commission.
Section 68 (5&6)

(1) Where any tree standing or lying near an overhead line or where any structure or other object
which has been placed or has fallen near an overhead line subsequent to the placing of such line,
interrupts or interferes with, or is likely to interrupter interfere with, the conveyance or transmission
of electricity or to interrupt or interfere with the conveyance or transmission of electricity or the
accessibility of any works, an Executive Magistrate or authority specified by the Appropriate
Government may, on the application of the licensee, cause the tree, structure or object to be
removed or otherwise dealt with as he or it thinks fit.

(2) When disposing of an application under sub-section

(3) an Executive Magistrate or authority specified under that sub-section shall, in the case of any
tree in existence before the placing of the overhead line, award to the person interested in the tree
such compensation as he thinks reasonable, and such person may recover the same from the
licensee.

Explanation-For purposes of this section, the expression tree shall be deemed to include any shrub,
hedge, jungle growth or other plant.

e The Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, Part-lll, Section 10 (“e”):

“Section 110 — The telegraph authority may, from time to time, place and maintain a telegraph line
under, over, along, or across, and posts in or upon any immovable property, Provided that

a)The telegraph authority shall not exercise the powers conferred by this section except for the
purposes of a telegraph established or maintained by the [Central Government], or to be so
established or maintained;

b)The [Central Government] shall not acquire any right other than that of user only in the property
under, over, along, across in or upon which the telegraph authority places any telegraph line or
post; and

c) Except as hereinafter provided, the telegraph authority shall not exercise those powers in respect
of any property vested in or under the control or management of any local authority, without the
permission of that authority, and

d) In the exercise of the powers conferred by this section, the telegraph authority shall do as little
damage as possible, and, when it has exercised those powers in respect of any property other than
that referred to in clause |, shall pay full compensation to all persons interested for any damage
sustained by them by reason of the exercise of those powers.”

o MoP Guidelines for Payment of Compensation Towards Damages in regard to RoW, October 2015
Ministry of Power (MoP), Government of India (Gol)vide notification no. 3/7/2015-Trans dated
15.10.2015 has issued ‘Guidelines for payment of compensation towards damages in regard to Right
of Way for transmission lines. It is to be noted that the guidelines have proposed compensation to
be paid for the base area in between the transmission tower (between four legs) and towards
diminution of land value in the width of the RoW corridor due to laying of transmission line @ 85 %
and 15 % respectively of the land value as determined by the District Magistrate or any authority
based on circle rate/ guideline value/ stamp value/stamp act.
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e Ministry of Power, Govt. of India (Ref No. 3/4/2016-Trans-Part (4) dated 14.06.2024), has notified
guidelines for compensation related to Right of Way (RoW) for transmission lines, including urban
areas, ensuring uniformity in payments to affected landowners.

Compensation Structure: Tower Base Compensation: 200% of land value for the area enclosed by
the four legs of the tower at ground level, plus a one-meter extension on each side.

RoW Corridor Compensation: 30% of land value for land within the RoW corridor, as per Schedule
VIl of the Central Electricity Authority

e Assam Government Power (Electricity) Department, Dispur, Guwahati-6
No.PEI.219/2015/91: The Governor of Assam is pleased to notify the following rates for payment of
compensation towards damages in regards to Right of Way for transmission lines. In accordance
with the Guidelines of Ministry of Power, Govt of India, vide Ref No. 03/07/2015 Trans, dated
15.10.2015 for maintaining uniformity in compensation payment to the affected land owners during
construction of transmission lines, it has been decided that a similar payment methodology towards
compensation shall also be adopted in the state of Assam. The guidelines of payment methodology
of compensation towards “damages” as stipulated in Section 67 & 68 of the Electricity Act, 2023
read with Section10 and 16 of Indian Telegraph Act 1885 shall be in addition to the compensation
towards normal crop and tree damages. This amount will be payable only for transmission lines
supported by tower base of 66kV and above and not for sub-transmission and distribution lie below
66kV & Government of Assam Power Department Dispur, Guwahati-6 Notification dated Dispur
the 04-11-2024.

e Government of Assam Power Department Dispur: Guwahati-06
No.PEL.510851/30: - The Governor of Assam is pleased to notify the guidelines for payment of
compensation towards damages in regard to Right of Way for transmission lines including those in
urban areas. In accordance with Guidelines of Ministry of Power, Govt. of India, vide Ref No.
3/4/2016-Trans-Part (4) dated 14.06.2024 for maintaining uniformity in compensation payment to
the affected land owners during construction of transmission lines, it has been decided that a similar
payment methodology towards Compensation shall also be adopted in the State of Assam.

e Cut-Off-Date
The dates of socio-economic census surveys — i.e. on 30th October 2025 for Sonapur TL for tower
footing area—will serve as the cut-off dates for identifying affected persons. These dates have been
formally communicated to the affected communities in advance. Specifically, the affected
landowners and villagers were informed on 26th October, 2025 regarding the schedule of the
upcoming surveys from 27th to 30th October, 2025 for the Sonapur TL tower footing area.

However, the census survey for the RoW corridor is scheduled to be conducted from 1st March,
2026 to 10th March, 2026 and likely to be completed after the approval of the landowner
identification reports by the concerned Circle Offices. This period may therefore be considered as
the proposed cut-off date for RoW corridor. However, the actual date of 100% census survey shall
serve as the cut-off date for determining eligibility for compensation. Any individuals who settle in
the affected area after the cut-off date will not be eligible for compensation. This RAP will be
updated based on the census survey.
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3.4. Gap Analysis of ESS2 and National Policy

Subject

Table 8: Gap Analysis of ESS2 and National Policy

National Regulations

AlIB ESS 2

Gaps and measures to bridge gaps

Additional
assistance to PAPs

The Act has the provision of transportation cost of Rs.
50000/- for each displaced family and one-time
resettlement allowance of Rs. 50000/- for each
affected family to provide support during relocation.

It is necessary to provide assistance
during relocation; particular attention is
to be paid to the needs of poor and
vulnerable individuals and groups.

AEGCL will ensure providing financial
assistance to PAP’s as per Gol regulations,
which generally covers the provisions of AlIB’s
ESS2.

Livelihood
restoration
assistance

and

The Act provides for various types of support to
affected and displaced families. It employment to one
member of the displaced family if jobs are created
under the project by providing suitable training or
onetime payment of Rs. 5 lakhs to restore their
livelihood and living standard. Besides, a subsistence
grant @ Rs. 3000/- per month for 12 months to each
displaced family.

In addition to this amount, the Scheduled Castes and
the STs families displaced from the Scheduled Area
shall be paid one-time financial assistance of Rs.
50000/-.

ESS 2 provides that the RP or policy
include measures to ensure that the
displaced persons are (i) offered support
after displacement for a transitional
period, based on a reasonable estimate
of the time likely to be needed to restore
their livelihood and standard of living;
and,

(ii) Provided with  development
assistance in addition to compensation
measures, such as land preparation,
credit facilities, and training or job
opportunities.

AEGCL will ensure the livelihood restoration
and assistance as per Gol regulation, which
generally covers the provisions of AlIB’s ESS2.

Resettlement
instruments,
census and
social impact
assessment

Conducting Social Impact Assessment (U/s 4 of the Act)
is mandatory before the land acquisition for the project
is initiated under the RFCTLARR Act, 2013. Preparation
of the Resettlement and Rehabilitation Scheme (U/s 16
of the Act) is compulsory.

Census, the socio-economic survey, and consultations
are carried out for the preparation of Resettlement
Plan for all externally funded projects. Depending upon
the magnitude of impacts, a RAP shall be prepared for
each sub-project separately.

Preparation of individual RPs, census
survey and social impact assessment.

As per Gol norms development of RP or socio-
economic survey is not required for
transmission line projects as no land
acquisition is required for area under tower
footing. However, the Resettlement Action
Plan (RAP) for transmission line projects would
be required to address the socio-economic
impacts arising from permanent/ restrictions
on land use within the Right of Way (RoW)
corridor and tower footing areas.

Meaningful
consultations

Conducting meaningful consultations with affected
persons and others and disclosure of the report
mandatory exercise as per the Act. Section 5, Section 6,
Section 18, and Section 19 are related to consultation

Meaningful consultations with affected
persons and communities, local
authorities, and, as appropriate,

AEGCL will ensure that public consultation and
disclosure is carried out during entire project
duration.

Consultation is to be carried out with affected
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Subject

National Regulations

AlIB ESS 2

Gaps and measures to bridge gaps

and disclosure. The public hearing for SIA is conducted
in the affected area after giving adequate publicity and
pre-fixed date, time and venue.

nongovernmental organizations need to
be carried out.

persons and other and disclosure is to be made
as per Gol regulations and AllB’s E&S Policy.

Cut-off date for

The cut-off date is the date for determining the
entitlements (compensation and assistance) to all
those who are affected by the project irrespective of
the ownership of titles.

According to the Act, the cut-off date for assistance to
those depending on affected private lands is three
years preceding the acquisition and for the titleholders,

Normally, the cut-off date is the date the
census begins. The cut-off date could also
be the date the project area was
delineated, prior to the census, provided
that there has been an effective public

The Act does not cover encroachers, squatters,

and others collectively known as non-
titleholders The date of the census survey,
30th  October 2025 the

Transmission Line, will be treated as the cut-off

for Sonapur

dates for the tower base area for determining

the Act.

eligibility and oy ot ; . S ) . - :
ceﬁsus y itis the date of notification under the said Act. dissemination of information at the area | eligibility for compensation and other
Thu§, in case of land ach|5|t.|o.n', the date of issue of | delineated, and  systematic  and | entitlements. The census survey for the RoW
public notice of intended acquisition under Section 4(1) | continuous dissemination subsequent to idor is scheduled to b ducted f 1
under the Act will be treated as the cut-off date for title | the delineation to prevent further corridor s scheduled to be conducted from 1st
holders. encroachment March, 2026 to 10th March, 2026 and shall be
regarded as the cut-off date for determining
eligibility for compensation and entitlements.
The Act ensures that the possession of land is taken
Timing of after full payment of compensation (within 3 months) | The compensation should be provided | AEGCL will ensure that compensation is
compensation of as well as resettlement entitlements (within 6 months) | before construction work start and | provided before construction work start and
payments to entitled persons from the date of award U/s 30 of | before taking possession of the assets before taking possession of the assets

Resettlement of
formal owners of
immovable
property except
agricultural land

The Act provides compensation and resettlement and
rehabilitation assistance to entitled persons. The
market value of the immovable property is determined
as per the current BSR of the State/District and then
solatium is added @ 100%. The value of the
immovable property without depreciation along with
solatium is the replacement cost.

The entitled person is eligible for following
resettlement and rehabilitation assistance: (i) provision
of a housing unit in case of displacement;

(i) subsistence grant @ Rs. 3000/- per month for 12
months to each displaced family; (iv) transportation

Option 1: Cash compensation: Cash
compensation at replacement cost.
Option 2: Resettlement: Replacement
property of equal or higher value and
similar productivity + Moving and
transitional allowance + Administrative
fees

AEGCL will ensure the Resettlement of formal
owners of immovable property as per Gol
regulation. which generally covers the
provisions of AlIB’s ESS2.
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Subject

National Regulations

AlIB ESS 2

Gaps and measures to bridge gaps

cost of Rs. 50000/- for each displaced family; (v) one-
time resettlement allowance of Rs. 50000/- for each
affected family; (vi) provision of stamp duty and
registration fees if a house is allotted to the affected
families.

The Scheduled Castes and the STs families displaced
from the Scheduled Area shall be paid one-time
financial assistance of Rs. 50000/- over and above the
resettlement and rehabilitation assistance mentioned
above.

Acquisition of
agricultural land

The Act provides compensation and resettlement and
rehabilitation assistance to entitled persons. The
market value of land is determined as per section 26 of
the Act which is the replacement cost. The payment of
compensation is four times the market value of the
land determined in rural areas and 2 times the market
value of land determined in urban areas.

Besides, compensation entitled persons are eligible for
resettlement and rehabilitation assistance which
includes the following: (i) onetime payment of Rs. 5
lakhs to restore their livelihood and living standard; (ii)
subsistence grant @ Rs. 3000/- per month for 12
months to each displaced family; (iii) provision of stamp
duty and registration fees if the land is allotted to the
affected families.

Resettlement: Replacement property of
equal or higher value and similar
productivity + Moving and transitional
allowance + Administrative fees

AEGCL will ensure that the Acquisition of
agricultural land (if involved) will be as per Gol
regulation. which generally covers the
provisions of AllB’s ESS2.

Resettlement of
informal owners
of buildings

The Act does not cover informal owners of buildings
known as non-titleholders.

PAP is entitled to cash compensation at
replacement cost for construction of

similar  quality  construction  with
additional moving and transitional
allowances

AND

The value of time invested in

construction

AlIB does not differentiate between the
titleholders and non-titleholders (encroachers,
squatters, tenants, etc.) except for
compensation for land. Assam Electricity Grid
Corporation Ltd. (AEGCL), Govt. of Assam,
recognizes existence of such informal owners

and occupants of the building (encroachers,

squatters, tenants, etc.) for the Enhancement
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Subject

National Regulations

AlIB ESS 2

Gaps and measures to bridge gaps

of Intra State Transmission System of Assam
Project and agrees to provide resettlement
and rehabilitation assistance including cost of
(as per BSR of the
District/State — the value of time invested in

buildings current
constructed is subsumed in the BSR), shifting

allowance, displacement allowance,
subsistence grant, etc. at par with titleholders
in accordance with the Second Schedule of the
RFCTLARR  Act, 2013. Non-titleholders
(encroachers, squatters, tenants) will not be
eligible for compensation for land encroached
upon or occupied without authority or

squatted upon for whatever purpose(s).

Resettlement
informal users
agricultural land

of
of

The Act also provides rehabilitation and resettlement
entitlements to families whose livelihood is primarily
dependent on land acquired. The rehabilitation and
resettlement entitlements include the following: (i)
onetime payment of Rs. 5 lakhs to restore their
livelihood and living standard; (ii) subsistence grant @
Rs. 3000/- per month for 12 months to each displaced
family; (iii) one-time resettlement allowance of Rs.
50000/- for each affected family.

The value of perennial crops shall be determined by the
concerned department as the standard process
followed.

PAP is entitled to cash compensation for
any improvements made on the land e.g.
irrigation, drainage, perennial crops,
objects etc. at replacement cost, and
support after displacement for a
transition period to restore livelihood.

The replacement cost of improvements
(irrigation channel, drainage etc.) made on the
land shall be estimated without depreciation
as per the method followed by the concerned
department (Irrigation or Water Resources
Department) based on the current year rate.

Resettlement
the lessee
agricultural land

of
of

The Act also provides rehabilitation and resettlement
entitlements to families whose livelihood is primarily
dependent on land acquired. The rehabilitation and
resettlement entitlements include the following: (i)
onetime payment of Rs. 5 lakhs to restore their
livelihood and living standard; (ii) subsistence grant @
Rs. 3000/- per month for 12 months to each displaced
family; (iii) one-time resettlement allowance of Rs.
50000/- for each affected family.

PAP is entitled to cash compensation for
any improvements made on the land i.e.
Irrigation, drainage, perennial crops,
objects etc. at replacement cost,
assistance in provision of lease to
corresponding public owned property for
an equivalent period of time (if
applicable), and support after

The lease amount for the remaining period of
the lease agreement shall be deducted from
the compensation amount of land to be paid to
the landowner and the same will be paid to the
lessee.
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Subject

National Regulations

AlIB ESS 2

Gaps and measures to bridge gaps

The value of perennial crops shall be determined by the
concerned department as the standard process
followed.

displacement for a transition period to
restore livelihood.

Annual crops
(owner or lessee)

The Act provides for assessing the value of the standing
crops damaged during the process of land acquisition.
The value of crops shall be determined by taking the
services of experienced persons in the field of
agriculture as may be considered necessary.

PAP is entitled to compensation for lost
crops at full replacement cost, including
all not harvested crops.

Both AlIB and Gol norms insist on entitled to
compensation for lost crops at full
replacement cost, including all not harvested
crops.

(Tea) Plantations

The compensation of the damage is governed by the
Electricity Act, 2003 and the Indian Telegraph Act,
1885. The compensation towards the damage are
provided without the acquisition of land which are
assessed/reviewed by the Revenue Authorities.

PAP is entitled to compensation at
replacement cost for the tea plantation
including the net value of the production
lost during the period it takes to restore
the productivity of the plantation, and
any investments (seedlings, treatment of
land etc.) and labour needed for growing
plantation.

As per Gol norms compensation is paid as per
assessment done by revenue department,
which is the net value of production loss
Including shade trees and tree bushes.

AlIB guidelines suggest additional support with
regards to seedlings, treatment of land and
labour needs.

(Tea) Plantations
not yet yielding
(owner, lessee,
informal owner)

The compensation of the damage is governed by the
Electricity Act, 2003 and the Indian Telegraph Act,
1885. The compensation towards the damage are
provided without the acquisition of land which are
assessed/reviewed by the Revenue Authorities.

PAP is entitled to compensation at
replacement cost for the plantation
including the net value of the production
lost during the period it takes to restore
the plantation, and any investments
(seedlings, treatment of land etc.) and
labour needed for growing the plantation

As per Gol norms compensation is paid as per
assessment done by revenue department.

AlIB guidelines suggest additional support with
regards to seedlings, treatment of land and
labour needs.

Business property

The Act has provision for determining the market value
of the building and other immovable property or assets
attached to the land or building which are to be
acquired. The services of a competent engineer or any
other specialist in the relevant field shall be used for
the same. The market value of the business property
shall be estimated based on current year BSR without
depreciation.

Option 1. Cash compensation at
replacement cost, loss of income and
moving allowance.

Option 2. Alternative property with
adequate tenure arrangements, full
relocation cost, including the inventory,
and the replacement cost for any
investment, transitional allowance,
appropriate level of support for skill
upgrading training if necessary, to restore
livelihood.

The route alignment for transmission lines are
selected to avoid any damage to permanent
structure or temporary structure. AEGCL will
ensure the compensation against damage to
any business property in case of damage as per
law of land, which is in coherence with AlIB

policy.
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Subject

National Regulations

AlIB ESS 2

Gaps and measures to bridge gaps

Loss of benefits
and income for
workers and

The Act does not cover workers and employees who
will experience loss of income.

Targeted assistance and opportunities to
restore, and where possible improve,
income-earning capacity, production
levels and standards of living.

AEGCL recognizes the existence of workers and
employees whose livelihood will be disrupted
due to the implementation of the proposed
project. Workers and employees engaged with
the business enterprise, industrial units, and

mechanism and
dispute resolution

The Act mandates the establishment of land
acquisition, rehabilitation and resettlement authority
for the purpose of providing speedy disposal of
disputes relating to land acquisition, compensation,
and rehabilitation and resettlement.

employees others shall be identified and considered for
rehabilitation and resettlement assistance
including livelihood training at project cost.
Assistance should be provided that will | The proposed project is not likely to have any
Loss  of civic The Act has the provision of Infrastructural Amenities. | offset any loss of a civic infrastructure | large-scale involuntary resettlement leading to
infrastructure and | Infrastructural facilities and basic minimum amenities | and community services. development of a new resettlement
community shall be provided at the cost of the Requisitioning | Identification of institutions tasked with | site/colony. However, common property
services. Authority at the resettlement site/colony. setting up and maintaining specific public | resources are likely to be affected due to the
amenities and consult local communities | implementation of the project. AEGCL will
on how to replace them. These provisions | replace or reconstruct or provide an alternate
shall be specified in the RP. common property resources affected in
consultation with the local community at
project cost.
A multi-tier GRM (at sub-project and Project
Grievance level) shall be constituted prior to the start of

Accessible and appropriate grievance
mechanism must be enabled for PAPs
and local communities at the whole
period of project implementation.

the project works to resolve as many
grievances as possible using an
understandable and transparent process that
is gender-responsive, culturally appropriate,
and readily accessible at no costs and without
retribution.

Monitoring of
resettlement
implementation

The formulation, execution and monitoring of the
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Schemes shall vest in
the Administrator who will work as per directions and
control of the Commissioner for Rehabilitation and
Resettlement.

Further, the Act provides for establishing National
Monitoring Committee & State Monitoring Committee
for reviewing and monitoring the implementation of
rehabilitation and resettlement schemes or plans

PIU is responsible for appropriate
monitoring of the activities, which were
defined in this RPF and RPs.

Project level internal monitoring of RAP
implementation will be carried out by
PMU/PIU/ESC of AEGCL and PMC. Evaluation
of RAP implementation will be conducted by
an external agency to be engaged by AEGCL.
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Subject National Regulations AlIB ESS 2 Gaps and measures to bridge gaps

under this Act.

According to the ESS2, special attention | AEGCL recognizes vulnerable groups. The
must be given to vulnerable groups. They | ESMP Framework for the proposed project has
are entitled to additional compensation, | been covered under the “Objectives of the
displaced from Scheduled Areas only which is Rs. | |egal assistance during resettlement and | resettlement planning framework”. It includes
50000/-. This one-time financial assistance is in | help during physical relocation. As well, | STs residing in scheduled areas, disabled HoH
addition to the rehabilitation and resettlement as per | these PAPs are given a priority of | Women headed families, etc.

employment. Special assistance of Rs. 25,000/- shall be paid
to vulnerable households3.

Act governing land acquisition (Second Schedule)
provides additional assistance to SC and ST families

Vulnerable groups

the second schedule.

3 The compensation to the affected landowners for both the transmission line Right of Way (RoW) corridor and tower footing areas will be provided in accordance with the latest Notification
issued by the Government of Assam, Power Department, Dispur, Guwahati-06, dated 04 November 2024. However, the final compensation amount will be determined by the district
administration.
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4. Project Impacts
4.1. General

According to the Electricity Act 2003 provides the utilities with powers under the Telegraph Act 1885
which in turn states that states that land for the lines (towers) will not be acquired. The utility will have
the right of user only in the property under, over, along, across in or upon which the lines towers are
placed.

However, the Act allows the utilities to from time to time, place and maintain transmission lines under,
over, along, or across, and towers in or upon any immovable property. Further, the utility may at any time
for the purpose of examining, repairing, altering or removing any transmission line or tower, enter on the
property under, over, along, across, in or upon which the line or tower has been placed.

In addition, the MoEF provides guidelines for maintaining a Right of Way (RoW) corridor which shall be
kept clear of any obstruction. The RoW corridor width depends upon the voltage of the line, a 400Kv
transmission line will have to maintain a clear RoW corridor of 46 meters width.

Similarly, use of the land in the RoW corridor may also be restricted. In a similar manner, trees in the
RoW corridor have to be cut or pruned to the extent required for preventing electrical hazards by
maintaining the prescribed minimum clearances (from the lines). As perIS: 5613 & MOEF&CC guidelines
on Right of Way and Spacing between the lines/cables as per Electrical standard, the Minimum clearance
between conductor and trees need to be 46 mts for 400kV Transmission line.

The Permanent restricted use of land is required for the tower footing area. However, no land is acquired
permanently for the tower foundations or Right-of-Way (RoW) corridor, and ownership of the land will
remain with the respective landowners. Agricultural activities will be allowed to continue within the RowW
corridor after construction; however, for the tower base area, it is recommended that agricultural
activities not be carried out due to electrical safety considerations.

No physical displacement is foreseen in the project. Though, there are some social impacts like
permanent impact in tower footing area and temporary impact for access restriction to land are expected
due to construction of lines/placing of towers which are permanent/temporary in nature in terms of loss
of standing crops/trees in the RoW corridor. Furthermore, no structures are expected to be affected as a
result of the project. The check survey has been completed and approved for the LILO of 400 kV S/C
Silchar-Byrnihat at Sonapur transmission line. Landowner identification assessment has been completed
for 68 tower footings locations including 13 towers falling on the forest Land and one tower located
within a tea garden area for the 400 kV S/C Silchar-Byrnihat at Sonapur transmission line. The
compensation process is under progress at Circle Office, Sonapur, once finalized and submitted to the
PIU and EPC contractor, the compensation amounts will be disbursed to the respective affected
landowners. Moreover, the joint survey for RoW corridor is anticipated to be carried out by mid of
February, 2026, by the Revenue, Agriculture, Horticulture, and Forest Departments is expected to be
completed by mid-March, 2026. The census survey will be undertaken immediately after approval of the
joint survey report. A more detailed and site-specific update will follow once the census and asset
verification surveys are completed. The RAP will be updated based on this census survey. Compensation
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will be paid before commencement of works.

4.2. Permanent/Temporary Impacts Caused due to Tower footing area and Right of Way corridor

4.2.1 Impact on land under the Tower footing area

The impact of the transmission line tower base is limited to the four legs of the tower, with no transfer of
land ownership. The total land area affected by the construction of the tower base is 3.66 hectares for
Sonapur transmission line. The affected land is mainly agricultural, currently used for paddy cultivation
along with seasonal vegetables, pulses, and oilseeds. As per the guideline of Ministry of Power, Govt. of
India (Ref No. 3/4/2026-Trans-Part (4) dated 14.06.2-24) & Government of Assam Power Department
Dispur, Guwahati-6 Notification dated Dispur the 04-11-2024, the compensation process for 68 tower
footings locations including 13 towers falling on forest land and 1 tower located within a tea garden area
for the Sonapur Transmission Line is currently under way by the concerned administrative department.
Once finalized, the payments will be made to the affected landowners in according with prevailing laws
and guidelines. The details are provided in below Table-8. Furthermore, no non-titleholders or
encroachers have been identified at any of the tower footing locations, including areas falling within forest
land, all of which are currently free from encroachments. However, the presence of non-titleholders or
encroachers, if any, within the Right of Way (RoW) corridor will be ascertained upon completion of the
joint survey of the RoW corridor.

Table 8: Impact on Affected landowners for tower base/footing area of Sonapur TL

Name of Caste Permanent use of Total
Gender Total
Affected . land for tower . Annual
S. No. (Male/ | Landin . . Occupation
landowne footing Area in Income
Female) | hectares.
rs hectares. (Rs.)
1. DB0OO1 Male 0.53 General 0.042 Business 180000
2. RT002 Male 1.47 General 0.042 Daily Wage 110000
Worker
3. RSO03 Male 1.20 ST 0.050 Private Service 160000
4, MS004 Male 1.74 ST 0.040 Farmer 180000
5. DKOO05 Male 1.74 ST 0.043 Farmer 180000
6. RRO06 Male 1.47 ST 0.046 Farmer 210000
7. BB0O07 Male 0.40 ST 0.05 Farmer 160000
8. DRO0S8 Male 2.41 ST 0.04 Farmer 150000
9. SD009 Male 2.00 OBC 0.043 Govt. Service 360000
10. HAO010 Male 0.40 OBC 0.050 Govt. Service 420000
11. NDO11 Male 0.27 OBC 0.043 Farmer 170000
12. SLO12 Male 0.40 ST 0.043 Farmer 130000
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Name of Caste Permanent use of Total
Gender Total
Affected ) land for tower . Annual
S. No. (Male/ | Landin . . Occupation
landowne footing Area in Income
Female) | hectares.
rs hectares. (Rs.)
13. BT013 Male 0.27 ST 0.05 Farmer 140000
14. BD014 Male 1.47 ST 0.05 Govt. Service 420000
15. ATO015 Male 0.80 ST 0.036 Farmer 140000
16. KMO016 Male 0.53 ST 0.044 Govt. Service 320000
17. DRO17 Male 2.00 ST 0.034 Farmer 180000
18. SD018 Male 0.40 OBC 0.043 Farmer 160000
19. BLO19 Male 0.53 ST 0.04 Farmer 120000
20. PMO020 Male 1.60 ST 0.04 Govt. Service 480000
21. DB021 Male 2.54 OBC 0.05 Business 320000
22. DMO022 Male 0.40 ST 0.04 Business 244000
23. BD023 Male 0.40 General 0.04 Govt. Service 520000
24. LM024 Male 2.41 ST 0.035 Business 160000
25. SR025 Male 1.60 ST 0.035 Farmer 190000
26. BD026 Male 1.07 OBC 0.05 Farmer 180000
27. RB027 Male 0.67 ST 0.035 Farmer 150000
28. UB028 Male 1.34 ST 0.03 Farmer 130000
Daily Wage
29. SB029 Male 0.40 ST 0.047 150000
Worker
Daily Wage
30. DB030 Male 1.34 ST 0.036 90000
Worker

31. DB031 Male 1.87 ST 0.04 Farmer 180000
32. LD032 Male 0.27 OBC 0.05 Farmer 220000
33. RGO033 Male 1.60 ST 0.046 Business 310000
34, RTO034 Male 0.40 ST 0.04 Govt. Service 